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POWER THE
MUSIC 

WEEK : JULY 7, 2025

Tuning Into Music, Events & Culture

Mischief at the Meadery is coming to Wandering Wind
Meadery on July 12 and this is no ordinary night out. Dress in
black, leather, or lace and get ready for a bold, sexy variety
show featuring sultry burlesque, fierce drag queens, and a
sizzling fire performer who’ll ignite the stage from 7PM to

9PM. With the bar open from 2PM to 10PM, you’ll have
plenty of time to sip something sweet before the show sets

your soul (and your drink) on fire. Just $10 at the door 422
Washington St West, Charleston, WV.

All Event Information can be found on our website and Facebook

🎲 Get ready for an epic weekend of gaming and fun at The
Clay Center in Charleston, WV, July 11–13, 2025! This three-day
event is packed with activities for all ages, including costume

contests, themed parties, unique vendors, and children’s
activities. Dive into an enormous selection of board games,
with over 80 Play-to-Win titles, a massive game library, and

championship qualifiers like the Catan National Qualifier and
multiple “Road to Gen Con” events. Whether you’re a

hardcore gamer or just looking for a family-friendly weekend
of fun, this event has something for everyone.

SAT JULY 12 
 7 - 10 pm 

FRI - SUN
 JULY 11 -13

Get ready for a night of unpredictable, high-energy music at
The Empty Glass on Tuesday, July 9, as Bugs Wrrrld kicks

things off followed by the wonky, genre-bending sounds of
Dalchord! The show starts at 9 PM with just a $5 cover.

Come out to 410 Elizabeth Street in Charleston for a night of
WonkyTonk madness you won’t want to miss!

WED JULY 9
 9 PM

Event info at Emptyglass.com

Event info at www.charcon.org

Follow Wandering Wind Meadery on Facebook



In this article by Bill Lynch,
KC of KC and the Sunshine

Band talks about
performing over the Fourth

of July weekend at
Charleston’s Sternwheel

Regatta. At 74, he’s still
going strong, touring,

writing music, and working
on a stage musical based on

his early life. He promises
fans a high-energy show
filled with disco hits and
surprises. Read the full
article at our website.

KC and the Sunshine Band
Headline July 4 at

Charleston’s Regatta

WTSQ’s own Emily Beane
digs through the noise to

bring you her Top 8 — a
handpicked list of artists

and songs you actually need
to hear. From underground

gems to indie heavy-hitters,
Emily’s picks blend sharp

taste with serious range. This
edition features gritty post-

punk anthems, dreamy
psych-pop, and even a touch

of jazz and IDM weirdness.
Highlights include “Smile” by
Sweet Tooth, “Breadcrumbs”

by Risley, and “Nettles by
Ethel Cain. This curated list

comes with a deep dive into
a few standout bands, links

to music videos, and an easy
way to add it all to your

Spotify. Trust us — your next
favorite song is probably on

this list. Check out the list on
our website.

⚡ Feel the Power of the Blues! Celebrate Black Dog Blues Anniversary – July 13 ⚡
This July 13, join WTSQ in celebrating the anniversary of Black Dog Blues, Charleston’s only radio

show dedicated entirely to the soulful world of blues music! Hosted by blues aficionados Jason
Riffle and Frank Powell, this beloved program is your gateway to the heart of the blues, spinning
everything from the raw Delta sounds of Robert Johnson and the grit of John Lee Hooker to the
modern edge of Seasick Steve and tomorrow’s rising stars. Each Saturday from 3–4 PM, Black

Dog Blues takes listeners on a rich, emotional journey through the genre’s deep roots and
vibrant evolution. With vintage field recordings, compelling stories behind the songs, and a love

for preserving this timeless art form, Jason and Frank keep the blues alive in every episode.
Don’t miss your weekly dose of soul—tune in and feel the music that moves generations!

Q: What first sparked your love for music, and how has your sound changed over the years?

My dad played guitar for leisure. He had this old Martin guitar that always intrigued me when I was
a kid; it was around for as long as I can remember. Funny enough, that same old Martin shows up

all over Timeless Rambler—on every track except one. My dad didn’t play often because he
worked a lot, but when he did, he’d break out a bunch of old bluegrass fiddle tunes. It was always

a real thrill when he played for us.
By the time I turned ten, I knew I wanted to play guitar. My dad told me that if I painted the

basement, he’d get me one that fit. That Christmas, I got a 3/4-size acoustic. A few years later, at
thirteen, I picked up my first electric guitar, and that’s when things started to take off. Over time,

my dad introduced me to all kinds of music, so before I’d ever joined a band, I’d already explored
just about every style. Still, I always found myself coming back to ’60s and ’70s rock and blues—

that’s where I’ve always felt most at home.
Since I began playing professionally, I’ve done it all at some point or another. Now with Dalchord,
my playing has shifted to reflect my experience with folk music and bluegrass. But because we

don’t put any restrictions on how we write, we’re not limiting our sound to what you hear on
Timeless Rambler, and that’s an exciting prospect for me.

Q: How does living in WV influence your songwriting or performance style?

Growing up and living in West Virginia exposes you to folk and bluegrass very early on—you can
hardly escape it. I didn’t gain a solid interest in it until I was about eighteen, when I was learning to
play mandolin. Those genres place a big emphasis on knowing when to play and when not to play, as

well as how intricate to get and when to just keep it simple. I think studying those styles helps
with developing that kind of musical awareness, which carries over into every genre.

For me, the biggest influence was the lack of a local music scene where I grew up. For the longest
time, it was just my dad showing me music he liked. I’d listen to it and try to learn it if it resonated
with me. If I didn’t like it at first, he’d always say, “You’ll like it one day,” and he was always right.
Once I had access to the internet, I spent entire evenings searching for songs that interested me,

learning them through tabs or YouTube recordings, and picking them out by ear. I touched on what
felt like almost every form of guitar music out there. Because of that, I feel like I can now

accurately serve a song, no matter the style or genre it leans toward.

Q: What’s your creative process like when writing new songs? Do lyrics or melodies come first?

It’s like tuning into a radio station being broadcast from your subconscious. It doesn’t really
matter what comes first—it’s always different. The important thing is to stay tuned into

whatever inspiration you’ve found in that moment and let the song take shape. You don’t have to
finish it right away, but you’ve got to pick up an instrument or put pen to paper and start, or else

the idea might drift away.
From there, I draw on the skills I’ve picked up over time to honestly tell the story behind whatever

emotion comes through, whether it’s expressed through melody, chord progressions, or lyrics.
"Songs are like bottled emotions and experiences. When you tap into wherever they come from, the

most important thing you can do is be honest, both in your words and in how you express those
feelings through the notes you choose to play. That’s the secret to always writing a good song. It

can be hard if you’re not willing to speak your truth, but it’s always worth it when you do.

Inside the Creative Pulse:
An In-Depth Conversation

with Local Musicians
🎶 Local Spotlight: Josh Runyon 🎶

 This month, we had the chance to catch up with
Charleston’s own Josh Runyon ahead of his

upcoming performance this Wednesday at The
Empty Glass with his band, Dalchord.

 Here’s what he had to say:

🎧 Catch Josh this Wednesday, & keep supporting live, local music here in the
Mountain State



Join us for WTSQ’s Open House on
Saturday, July 12th, from 10 AM to 4
PM at our studio in Suite 712 on the
7th floor of the People’s Building,

179 Summer Street, Charleston, WV.
Celebrate with us and get early

access to 2025 Fund Drive perks! 

WTSQ OPEN HOUSE & FUND DRIVE
PERKS PICK UPSATURDAY, JULY 12TH,

10 AM - 4 PM

Known affectionately as “The Status Quo,” WTSQ 88.1 FM serves as Charleston’s vibrant Freeform Community
Radio Station, offering an eclectic mix of music, independent news, and public affairs programming that reflects

the city’s creative energy. As a non-profit, low-power FM (LPFM) station, WTSQ remains deeply rooted in its
mission to amplify local voices, nurture regional talent, and deliver an authentic, corporate-free radio experience.

Broadcasting from the heart of Charleston, WTSQ brings a dynamic range of sounds to the airwaves—everything
from punk, funk, hip-hop, and doo-wop to indie rock, metal, and honky-tonk. If it’s good, it’s free to spin.

Alongside its musical offerings, WTSQ champions community dialogue, covering local issues and events through
original news and public affairs programming, giving Charleston residents a platform to engage with what

matters most.

Whether you're a longtime listener or discovering us for the first time, now is the perfect moment to tune in and
be part of the sound. Here’s to 10 years of keeping it real—and many more to come. 📻⚡

⚡ THROWBACK TO YEAR 1: FAMILY, RADIO & CRUISIN’ THE BOULEVARD ⚡

In keeping with the celebration of WTSQ’s birthday month, here’s a special
throwback photo capturing the spirit of our early days: Rick’s wife, Sylvia, and
Kenny’s daughter, Shannon, sitting across from Rick during a live broadcast of
Cruisin' The Boulevard in WTSQ’s very first year on the air. It’s a heartwarming

reminder of the community, family, and passion that have fueled the station since
day one.

Did you know? The first studio at the Union Building started as a
breakroom, with a Coke machine that had to be hauled into the

hallway. Chris picked the paint (green was easy, but that first blue...
yikes). Kenny says It looked like the Scooby-Doo van met a pack of

Sweetarts. The process was weekends painting, moving furniture,
and drinking, and at one point, someone even tossed a chair out the
8th floor window—true story. With only three keys to the building,

we had to rotate nights just to let DJs in. Wild times!

The first 20 guests will receive a $25 gift card to Lola’s,
and the first 10 of those will also get a bag of Mr Bee’s
Mothman Chips. After the open house, keep the party

going at our 10-year hangout after-party at Short Story.
Don’t miss out on the fun, giveaways, and community

spirit!

🎉 WTSQ Turns 10! On July 11, WTSQ 88.1 FM celebrates 10 years of
fearless freeform radio in Charleston, West Virginia. Since its very
first broadcast in 2015, this volunteer-powered, listener-supported

station has grown from its original home in the historic Union
Building to its current headquarters in the People’s Building, where it

continues to thrive as a hub for music, culture, and community.



Lola’s, located in Charleston, WV, offers more than just pizza—it delivers a memorable
dining experience. Known for its handcrafted Neapolitan-style pizzas made from
scratch with the freshest ingredients, Lola’s combines quality food with a warm,

inviting atmosphere. Guests can enjoy cozy indoor seating or relax on the dog-friendly
outdoor patio while savoring craft cocktails, local brews, or a curated wine selection.
With exceptional service and live music nights that showcase local talent, Lola’s has

become a go-to spot for friends, families, and food lovers alike.

Follow Us 

Find them at

Power Community Radio —
Donate or Volunteer

Today

Since 2015, WTSQ 88.1 FM has
been a lifeline for music lovers
and the Charleston community,

bringing independent, non-
commercial radio to the

airwaves. From alternative to
punk, funk to folk, and

everything in between, our
passionate volunteers curate

diverse programming that
keeps WTSQ vibrant and

unique. We’ve supported local
musicians, broadcast from

major community events, and
expanded our reach with

Charles Tunes and a brand new
community Podcast Studio- all

because of you.

Turn it Up:
 Underwriter

Spotlight

For information about underwriter email info@wtsq.org

To donate visit : WTSQ.org and Click Donate

To volunteer email : info@WTSQ.org and Let us know


